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1 Triangle
Fold paper in half lengthwise (hot-dog style)
Using ruler, draw a line at 1”, 4”, and 8” from the top of the paper
Fold your paper with these lines at the crease 
Once you’ve made the 3 folds, use tape to attach the two ends of the paper to
create your triangle. 
There should be an be an extra flap that you can use to tape the shape closed.
Tape the triangle together on the inside, using two pieces of tape to tape down the
flap created by the 1” fold.
Repeat steps for each triangle and attach them together following an alternating
pattern. (First triangle point up, next one pointing down)
Tape the triangles together along the sides using one long strip of tape for each
side

Square
Fold paper in half lengthwise (hot-dog style)
Using ruler, draw a line at 1”, 3.5”, 6”, and 8.5” from the top of the paper
Fold your paper with these lines at the crease 
Once you’ve made the 4 folds, use tape to attach the two ends of the paper to
create your square. 
There should be an be an extra flap that you can use to tape the shape closed.
Tape the triangle together on the inside, using two pieces of tape to tape down the
flap created by the 1” fold.
Repeat steps for each square and attach them together.
Tape the squares together along the sides using one long strip of tape for each
side
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Paper Foundation
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:



If students are struggling to create a certain shape: 
Make sure that they are folding the paper so that the crease of your fold if on the line they
marked. 

Have students work together 

That way, even if only one student understands how to properly fold and build the shapes,
they can help other students with their shapes.

 
If students are having difficulty adding weight to their paper foundation: 

Encourage them to incorporate more triangles to their foundation.

They can also try to use new paper since after a couple of tests the paper might begin to
get flimsy. 
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Paper Foundation
TROUBLESHOOTING:
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